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The irrigation system required a complex arrangement of setting
basins, connected by feeder and drainage canals and operated by
weirs and sluices. The whole elaborate network of arteries, veins and
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capillaries demanded constant maintenance ... To do all this demanded
sophisticated division of labour, and had favoured the growth of
strong centralized State power from the beginning ... The original
administrative division into nomes was based on the organization of
irrigation. Over them had grown up an elaborate bureaucracy ... It is
tempting, then, to speculate just how far Diocletian’s evolving policies
of economic reform were influenced by his direct acquaintance with

this ancient, highly organized managerial economy.®
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A great aqueduct between earthen banks (after the Egyptian and
Chaldean fashion) leads from the east end of the Sidd [=dam] to
the gardens of Homs.®
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